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FALL NEWS - NOVEMBER 2016

November 14, 2016 

Dear Parents/Guardians,


 I cannot believe that it is already November and the holiday season is upon us.  Time flies 
when you are having fun!  The school year has been off to a wonderful start with many exciting 
events.  Some of these activities have included students’ participation in the Robbie’s Run, Red Ribbon 
Week, and the Back to School Picnic.  A special thank you goes to Mrs. Gallagher for her 
organization of Red Ribbon Week in October and to Mr. Frebowitz and the PTC for their part in 
facilitating a successful Robbie’s Run! 


 Academically speaking, the Roberts Elementary School has been embarking on many exciting 
initiatives in order to increase our students’ achievement.  For the 2016-2017 school year, we are in 
the second year of our STEM pilot initiative.  STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics.  However, while the acronym encompasses those four subjects, STEM is more than just 
those four areas of learning.  STEM is a philosophy of teaching where students are challenged to 
utilize critical thinking skills from all of the subjects at the Roberts Elementary School in order to 
solve a real world problem.  This year, we have included the principles of STEM into the English 
Language Arts curriculum and students are continuing to work with STEM challenges in kindergarten 
through fourth grade, which are facilitated with our STEM kits and by our STEM committee.  


 With regard to maintaining a positive school 
environment and culture, Roberts Elementary School is 
embarking on the implementation of a School-Wide 
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (SWPBIS) 
framework.  SWPBIS is a three-tiered framework in 
which for Tier One, all students receive instruction on 
behavioral expectations for all areas of the school.  Tiers 
Two and Three provide group and individual support 
respectively to students whose behavioral needs require
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more than Tier One support.  The 2016-2017 school year is the planning year for SWPBIS and the 
Tier One framework will be implemented next school year.  However, at the beginning of this 
school year, all of our students received instruction by stations for expected behaviors in non-
structured areas such as the cafeteria, hallway, restroom, and school bus.  Students also received 
instruction on the use of an appropriate volume level for each area of the building.  Our students 
received teaching for behavioral expectations in all areas of the building in August and will 
participate in these behavioral stations again in January as a review.  The rationale for having 
students participate in these stations is to continue to maintain a safe and positive environment for 
our students at the Roberts Elementary School.  On the second and third page of this newsletter, 
you will find the expected behaviors students were taught for non-structured areas of our school, 
as well as the expected volume level chart for these areas and our classrooms. 


 I look forward to the many exciting months to come as we move into the holiday season.  As 
always, thank you very much for your support in working together with us as a team with 
continuing to inspire excellence in your children at the Roberts Elementary School each and 
everyday.


Sincerely,


Anthony Grazel

Principal

Roberts Elementary School
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School-Wide Behavioral Expectations for Non-Structured Areas


Hallways

Students should…

- Walk in a single file line.  

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 

- Use volume level number one.  (Whisper voice) 


Cafeteria

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 

- Use a volume level number two. (Normal conversation)

- Stay seated until they are prompted to receive their lunch or throw their lunch away. 


PM Bus Dismissal

Students should…

- Sit in the following order in their bus lines: Kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth.  

- Sit in a straight line behind their bus number between the orange cones. 

- Use a volume level number two. (Normal Conversation) 


PM Car Rider Dismissal

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves.

- Use a volume level number two. (Normal Conversation) 

- Listen attentively to the teachers on duty for them to call students’ names. 


Recess

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 

- Follow all instructions of the recess teachers. 

- Play all games in a safe and respectful manner.

- Include all students in any games they choose to play.  


Bathrooms

Students should…

- Respect privacy. 

- After using the restroom, flush the toilet, wash their hands, dry their hands with a paper 

towel, and throw the paper towel away. 

- After washing their hands and throwing their paper towel away, immediately return to 

their teacher’s classroom. 

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves. 


Bus

Students should…

- Keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves.

- Stay in their assigned seats (bottom to bottom, back to back) until the bus comes to a 

complete stop at their bus stop. 

- Use volume level number two. (Normal Conversation) 

- Respect themselves, others, and their bus driver. 
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Mrs. Kilian’s class  

This year the Multiple 
Disabilities classroom 
welcomed a new teacher and 
staff members.  Kim 
Gambone joined the 
Roberts family and 
together with Mrs. Kilian’s 
class they have exciting 
community outings planned 
for their students.  They 
recently went to the movies 
and continued to work on 
skills in the community.  In 
the next few months they 
will be eating at 
restaurants, visiting local 
community services helpers, 
and continuing to build on 
peer relationships with 
 students all over the 
school.  

IN KINDERGARTEN: 
The kindergarten children have been sharpening their reading 
skills in a variety of ways. In Smart Start of Wonders, the 
children practiced phonemic awareness skills and concepts of 
print through the use of big books, nursery rhymes, alphabet 
poems, the Daily News, and sight word readers. The children had 
fun counting syllables, identifying letters and their sounds, 
identifying and producing words that rhyme, and reading sight 
words. In Unit 1 of Wonders, the children read and talked about 
making new friends, trying new things, and using their senses. 
The children continued to develop their phonemic awareness 
skills by learning how to identify matching beginning, middle and 
ending sounds and blending sounds to make words. The children 
read “big books” with their teachers and afterwards practiced 
retelling those stories focusing on key details.  

High frequency words (also called sight words) are very useful 
words that your child needs to memorize (read by sight). These 
words often do not follow phonetic rules and/or occur so 
frequently in texts that it is not efficient for children to sound 
them out. Learning these words helps a child not only when 
learning to read but also when learning to write. Children in 
kindergarten need to learn a minimum of 40 sight words by the 
end of the school year, but it would be extremely advantageous 
for your child to learn as many as 100+ sight words. Learning 
sight words requires repeated exposure to the words, which can 
be achieved through activities such as:  reading aloud to your 
child and having him/her follow along as you point to the words, 
listening to your child read the reproducible “little books” your 
child’s teacher sends home and keeping them in a special place 
such as a “book box” for continued reading practice, using 
flashcards to play simple games, such as: Concentration, Go Fish, 
Tic-Tac-Toe, and Bingo. We suggest that you start out with 
using just a few words and then add on a few more when your 
child is ready. There are also many online websites that have 
free games that will appeal to your child and give him/her 
additional practice with the sight words.  
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Health & Physical Education
Our	  Roberts	  students	  are	  learning	  basic	  fire	  safety	  during	  the	  month	  of	  October	  in	  Health	  and	  Physical	  
Educa:on	  class.	  	  It	  is	  important	  to	  review	  these	  basic	  rules	  o@en	  as	  a	  family	  and	  prac:ce	  them	  at	  
home.	  	  Please	  find	  some	  important	  informa:on	  below.	  
	  	  
Fire	  Deaths	  
Children	  under	  5	  years	  of	  age	  are	  at	  the	  greatest	  risk	  from	  home	  fire	  death	  and	  injury;	  their	  death	  rate	  
is	  nearly	   twice	   the	  na:onal	  average.	  Each	  year,	  nearly	  488	  children	  ages	  14	  and	  under	  die	   in	  home	  
fires,	  and	  another	  116,600	  children	  are	  injured	  from	  a	  fire/burn	  related	  incident.	  	   
 
O@en,	  children	  do	  not	  learn	  proper	  fire	  safety	  behavior	  such	  as	  dropping	  and	  rolling	  on	  the	  ground	  if	  
clothing	   catches	   fire,	   crawling	   instead	   of	   running	   out	   of	   a	   house,	   or	   covering	   their	   mouths	   if	   it	   is	  
smoky.	  Fire	  safety	  educa:on	  is	  important	  and	  is	  powerful	  in	  preparing	  families	  and	  children	  for	  a	  fire	  
emergency,	  especially	  when	  prac:ced.  
 
Residen:al	   fire	   incidents	   peak	   from	   5:00	   to	   7:00	   p.m.	   during	   dinner	   prepara:on.	   	   Although	   fire	  
incidents	  drop	  when	  people	  sleep,	  deaths	  are	  at	  their	  highest	  late	  at	  night	  and	  in	  the	  early	  morning	  
hours.	   	  More	  than	  half	  of	  residen:al	  fire	  deaths	  occur	  in	  fires	  that	  start	  between	  11:00	  p.m.	  and	  7:00	  
a.m.	   	   The	   peak	   night	   hours	   are	   from	   2:00	   to	   5:00	   a.m.,	   when	   most	   people	   are	   in	   a	   deep	   sleep.	  	  

Seventy-‐four	  percent	  of	  deaths	  occur	  in	  homes	  with	  no	  working	  smoke	  alarm. 
Any	  .me	  parents	  can	  take	  a	  moment	  to	  discuss	  safety	  with	  their	  children	  is	  .me	  well	  spent.	  
To	  get	  you	  started	  with	  teaching	  your	  child	  fire	  safety,	  consider	  the	  following	  .ps:	  
• Keep	  all	  matches	  and	  lighters	  out	  of	  the	  hands	  of	  children.	  If	  possible,	  keep	  these	  sources	  

of	  fire	  in	  locked	  drawers.	  Consider	  buying	  only	  "child-‐proof"	  lighters	  -‐-‐	  but	  be	  aware	  
that	  no	  product	  is	  completely	  child-‐proof.	  

• To	  ensure	  your	  child's	  fire	  safety,	  find	  out	  what	  the	  federal	  safety	  standards	  are	  for	  
children’s	  pajamas	  and	  loose-‐fiIng	  sleepwear,	  before	  you	  make	  your	  next	  purchase.	  

• Smoke	  from	  a	  fire	  can	  kill	  very	  quickly.	  Sleep	  with	  bedroom	  doors	  closed	  at	  night	  to	  help	  
keep	  smoke	  out	  and	  increase	  the	  amount	  of	  .me	  you	  have	  to	  get	  yourself	  and	  your	  
children	  out	  if	  you	  have	  a	  fire.	  

• Purchase	  a	  fire	  ex.nguisher,	  and	  keep	  it	  in	  the	  kitchen	  out	  of	  the	  reach	  of	  small	  children.	  
• Discourage	  smoking	  in	  your	  home.	  
• Demonstrate	  how	  to	  stop,	  drop	  to	  the	  ground	  and	  roll	  if	  their	  clothes	  catch	  fire.	  
• Install	  smoke	  alarms	  on	  every	  level	  in	  your	  home.	  Replace	  the	  baPeries	  once	  a	  

year.	  Test	  them	  periodically.	  
• Teach	  your	  child	  how	  to	  dial	  911	  in	  case	  of	  an	  emergency.	  
• Tell	  your	  children	  to	  remember	  not	  to	  hide	  under	  a	  bed	  or	  in	  a	  closet	  during	  a	  

fire.	  Parents	  need	  to	  be	  able	  to	  find	  them	  quickly.	  
Child	  fire	  safety	  is	  crucial	  
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The	  art	  studio	  at	  Roberts	  is	  a	  busy	  place	  in	  the	  
fall!	  	  First	  grade	  students	  are	  being	  introduced	  to	  
the	  elements	  of	  art	  and	  have	  done	  work	  to	  learn	  
about	  line,	  shape	  and	  color.	  	  We	  will	  begin	  
pain:ng	  in	  the	  next	  few	  weeks,	  experimen:ng	  
with	  this	  media	  and	  with	  color	  mixing.	  

Second	  graders	  began	  the	  year	  studying	  Picasso	  
and	  Ma:sse	  and	  doing	  collages	  inspired	  by	  the	  
work	  of	  these	  ar:sts.	  	  We	  also	  explored	  the	  idea	  
of	  hot	  and	  cold	  colors	  and	  are	  crea:ng	  our	  
tradi:onal	  Roberts	  turkey	  candle	  holder	  out	  of	  
earthenware	  clay.	  	  These	  clay	  pieces	  need	  two	  
trips	  into	  the	  kiln	  so	  we	  get	  to	  learn	  a	  lot	  of	  
interes:ng	  STEM!	  

The	  third	  grade	  classes	  at	  Roberts	  spent	  several	  
weeks	  learning	  figure	  drawing	  techniques.	  	  We	  
studied	  the	  work	  of	  Pennsylvania	  ar:st	  Keith	  
Haring	  and	  have	  been	  working	  on	  a	  piece	  
inspired	  by	  his	  cartoon-‐y	  style.	  	  Some	  of	  the	  third	  
grade	  classes	  also	  had	  a	  chance	  to	  work	  on	  
crea:ng	  a	  Rangoli—a	  tradi:onal	  Indian	  
decora:on.	  	  We	  worked	  collabora:vely	  to	  create	  
colorful	  designs	  showing	  radial	  symmetry.	  	  

In	  the	  fourth	  grade	  art	  classes	  we	  have	  learned	  
about	  contemporary	  ar:st	  Audrey	  Flack	  and	  her	  
photo-‐realist	  style.	  	  We	  created	  drawings	  that	  
appear	  to	  be	  three-‐	  dimensional.	  	  We	  spent	  :me	  
working	  with	  the	  element	  of	  value	  –darks	  and	  
lights-‐-‐and	  created	  stacked	  sculptures	  illustra:ng	  
this	  concept	  which	  will	  soon	  be	  on	  display	  in	  our	  
showcase.	  	  	  	  

As	  always,	  our	  40	  minutes	  a	  week	  just	  goes	  by	  
too	  fast!	  

Please	  mark	  your	  
calendars	  for	  the	  
District	  Arts	  Fes:val	  
which	  will	  take	  place	  
on	  May	  10,	  2017	  at	  
the	  Middle	  School.	  	  	  

ART IN FIRST GRADE:

First grade is off to a 
GREAT start! With our 
Wonders Reading 
program we have 
discussed our school, 
where we live, our 
friends and how our 
body moves. We have 
learned that all of us 
are unique and special and that we are 
important to our classroom community. We are 
also stretching our math brains to practice how 
to explain how we arrive at our solution. We 
took a week and studied force and motion by 
experiencing our first STEM project. Students 
created Rube Goldberg machines to solve a 
problem; their problem was to move a car into a 
“garage.” Students created plans, worked 
cooperatively with a partner, persisted and 
reflected on their plans. It was awesome to see 
the thinking and learning going on as students 
learned communication, science, engineering and 
persisting skills.  In honor of Halloween, we also 
explored all aspects of a pumpkin, using our 
observational skills to describe and measure our 
class pumpkins. On Halloween we estimated and 
counted our pumpkin’s seeds! In November we 
have been studying community jobs and will 
start learning about buildings in our community. 
We will also explore future occupations and talk 
about what we want to be when we grow up. We 
are so excited about first grade and all that we 
will learn this year! 
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ESL NEWS

Ideas for Developing English at Home 
  
Parents often wonder how to help their children with English language development at 
home.  Following are some suggestions.  But first, it is important to remember that 
maintaining your child’s first language should not be forgotten.  The best predictor of 
success in a second language is the level of language proficiency in the first language. 
 Being proficient in two or more languages is a gift.   
  
Visit these websites that support bilingual families: 
http://www.multilingualliving.com/  This site offer resources, articles, and links for 
bilingual/bicultural families. 
http://www.languagelizard.com   This site offers bilingual books and products in over 
40 languages.  In addition, you can sign up for their free e-newsletter, CULTURE 
CONNECTION. It offers helpful tips and valuable information for language learning. 
http://esl.yourdictionary.com/ Online dictionary for English Language Learners 
www.colorincolorado.org/families This is an English/Spanish website offering advice 
for bilingual families. 
  
Consider the following to help your child practice English: 
• Enroll your child in sports/music/arts classes through the Upper Merion Township 

Parks and Recreation programs http://www.uppermerion.org/index.aspx?
NID=121     

• Encourage your child to read often, and make time to read aloud to your children, 
even if they are independent readers. Read together, listen to audio books 
together, and discuss!  Visit the Upper Merion Township Library and check out 
audio books. http://www.umtownship.org/index.aspx?nid=303  or listen to 
Tumblebooks on the library website - This website provides a large selection 
of books read aloud, along with games and activities to practice English.  http://
www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=13  

• Organize playtime with English-speaking friends. 
• When watching television, turn to PBS. The shows are fun and educational! 

http://www.multilingualliving.com/
http://www.languagelizard.com/
http://esl.yourdictionary.com/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families
http://www.uppermerion.org/index.aspx?NID=121
http://www.umtownship.org/index.aspx?nid=303
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=13
http://www.multilingualliving.com/
http://www.languagelizard.com/
http://esl.yourdictionary.com/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/families
http://www.uppermerion.org/index.aspx?NID=121
http://www.umtownship.org/index.aspx?nid=303
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=13
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IN SECOND GRADE: 
As we head into November, we have much to be thankful for. We have accomplished 
a lot. In Language Arts, we have delved into many different topics such as 
friendship, caring for animals, and more. To support one Wonders theme and our 
first STEM project Mr. Conway from the SPCA came to visit our school with his 
rabbit, Jack. He helped us to think of ways that we can help our community 
through the SPCA. With our donation drive and Pretzels for Pets fundraiser we 

raised close to $500 and had a van full of food, 
treats, toys, blankets, and cleaning supplies for the 
SPCA.  After learning how to write a friendly 
letter, we are now wrapping up our narrative 
writing unit. It’s been incredible to see the 
students’ growth in writing so far this year. We are 
beginning Unit 3 in mathematics— so far, lots of 
collaborative work and conversation have taken 
place around learning different strategies for 
addition.  Happy Thanksgiving, and we look forward 
to meeting with parents and guardians during 
December Conferences. 	  

Lots of wonderful things are happening in the music room.   This year, all 
students in gr. 1-4 will be learning how to play the ukulele!  In addition, 
students in grade 1 are exploring their voices and learning that music is made 
of many different sounds.    Grade 2 has been doing an amazing job reading 
verses and musical notation with 3 pitches.  Students in grade 3 have been 
dancing and reading melodies with 5 pitches.  In grade 4, we have been studying 
the elements of music and how they are used to compose a song.  Gr. 4 will soon 
be starting recorders.  Look for information to come home in the next few 
weeks.   

Band and string students have been hard at work.  Students are becoming more 
comfortable with their instruments and note reading.  
Please continue to encourage daily practicing at home. 

MUSIC NOTES
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A NOTE FROM THE HEALTH SUITE
Reasons	  Why	  My	  Child	  Should	  Stay	  Home	  When	  Sick	  

This	  is	  the	  :me	  of	  year	  when	  many	  different	  illnesses	  are	  circula:ng	  around	  school.	  Good	  hand	  washing	  can	  
prevent	  many	  of	  these	  germs	  from	  entering	  the	  body	  through	  the	  eyes,	  nose,	  mouth,	  and	  ears.	  The	  proper	  
technique	  for	  hand	  washing	  should	  include:	  
Wet	  hands	  with	  warm	  water.	  
Soap	  and	  lather	  for	  20	  seconds,	  making	  sure	  to	  get	  in	  between	  your	  fingers	  and	  under	  your	  nails,	  do	  not	  
forget	  the	  wrists.	  
Rinse	  well	  and	  dry	  with	  a	  clean	  towel.	  If	  you	  are	  able,	  turn	  the	  faucet	  off	  with	  a	  paper	  towel.	  

Some	  reasons	  to	  keep	  your	  child	  home	  when	  not	  feeling	  well	  include:	  
Fever,	  Flu,	  vomi.ng,	  diarrhea,	  pink	  eye,	  coughing	  excessively,	  no	  energy	  and	  the	  inability	  to	  ac.vely	  
par.cipate	  in	  class.	  

Students	  may	  return	  to	  school	  a@er	  24	  hours	  without	  a	  fever	  (without	  fever	  reducers),	  
vomi:ng	  or	  diarrhea.	  Pink	  eye	  should	  be	  treated	  for	  24	  hours	  with	  prescribed	  eye	  drops	  
before	  returning	  to	  school.	  Any	  of	  the	  above	  illnesses	  should	  be	  evaluated	  by	  your	  
health	  care	  provider.	  Please	  inform	  the	  health	  suite	  about	  any	  new	  medica:ons	  
prescribed	  or	  that	  need	  to	  be	  given	  at	  school.	  All	  medica:ons	  should	  be	  sent	  in	  with	  a	  
consent	  form	  completed	  by	  your	  health	  care	  provider	  and	  signed	  by	  a	  parent.	  
Medica:ons	  should	  be	  in	  the	  original	  pharmacy	  box/container.	  Please	  call	  the	  health	  
suite	  for	  any	  medical	  concerns	  at	  610-‐205-‐3755.	  
Remember	  to	  get	  your	  flu	  shot,	  it	  truly	  makes	  a	  difference!	  
Stay	  hydrated,	  drink	  plenty	  of	  water	  throughout	  the	  day. 

LEARNING SUPPORT & ENRICHMENT
Enrichment	  Experiences	  

	  	  
Leave	  a	  lidle	  sparkle	  wherever	  you	  may	  go	  this	  year!	  As	  we	  approach	  the	  holiday	  season	  take	  
advantage	  of	  the	  opportunity	  to	  spend	  :me	  with	  loved	  ones,	  have	  real	  conversa:ons	  and	  
enjoy	  authen:c	  memories.	  Enrich	  your	  holiday	  season	  with	  literacy;	  poetry,	  picture	  books	  
and	  novels.	  	  One	  of	  my	  favorite	  joys	  is	  to	  engage	  with	  parents.	  Sharing	  your	  favorite	  picture	  
books	  as	  a	  child	  and	  reading	  poetry	  are	  just	  a	  few	  sugges:ons	  to	  enrich	  your	  holidays.	  
“Where	  The	  Sidewalk	  Ends”	  by	  Shel	  Silvers*en	  is	  a	  great	  collec:on	  to	  keep	  in	  your	  car	  for	  
those	  long	  rides.	  Reading	  poetry	  helps	  to	  develop	  oral	  fluency,	  reading	  with	  expression,	  
inferring	  skills	  and	  make	  connec:ons	  with	  lots	  of	  fun!	  	  	  

Ques.ons	  for	  Analyzing	  Poetry	  
	  	  
Can	  you	  paraphrase	  the	  poem?	  

What	  is	  the	  speaker’s	  tone?	  Which	  words	  reveal	  this	  tone?	  
What	  is	  the	  theme	  (the	  central	  idea)	  of	  this	  poem?	  

Are	  there	  any	  symbols?	  What	  do	  they	  mean?	  

For	  more	  follow	  the	  link	  hdps://www.uta.edu/faculty/kulesz/Poetry%20Analysis.htm	  

https://www.uta.edu/faculty/kulesz/Poetry%20Analysis.htm
https://www.uta.edu/faculty/kulesz/Poetry%20Analysis.htm
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IN THIRD GRADE: 
“How Can Empathy Help Us Grow” is our “Big Idea” for our first unit of 

study. We have been reading various genres that teach us lessons, help us 
appreciate our differences, and solve problems. We are investigating story 
structures, metaphors and similes, cause and effect, and rich vocabulary, 
just to name a few. We write daily in our Writer’s Notebooks and we are 
excited to have our first Writing Celebration showcasing students’ personal 
narratives on Wednesday, November 16th at 2:00. We hope you can make it!  

In Science, we are using the scientific method, growing seedlings, and 
making observations through the microscope. We are looking forward to 
learning about different types of plants, vertebrates and invertebrates, and 
various ecosystems in the chapters ahead. In Social Studies, we continue to 
study about the events leading up to the American Revolution and how the 
United States was born. In addition, students are learning about the 
upcoming elections. In math, students are tackling the tough task of 
explaining with mathematical language, the ways in which they solve math 
problems, practicing elapsed time, and working through multi-step problems.  

Our field trip to the Bryn Mawr Film Institute with its See, Hear, Feel, 
Film program will carry our theme of “empathy” nicely throughout our 
curriculum. The program promotes visual literacy, and teaches kids to write 
with clarity and confidence using activities based on short films from around 
the world. Another source of pride for third grade is our implementation of 
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) across the many 
disciplines we teach. Our first S.T.E.A.M project was designing and building 
games for our kindergarten buddies to help them learn their sight words. 
Students went through the engineering design process to solve this “real world 
problem” and created fun and engaging games to help 
their buddies’ academic growth. Stay tuned for many 
more S.T.E.A.M projects to come!  

In order to assist your child, please continue to 
have your child read nightly and practice his/her basic 
math facts. One way is through the website 
www.firstinmath.com. Thanks for your support and 
helping your child with a great start to third grade! 

http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.firstinmath.com
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Reading aloud to your child is one of the very best ways to support 
learning and literacy development. This experience helps develop 
vocabulary, background knowledge, and comprehension skills 
essential to your child’s success. It is also important to talk with 
your child about the books you read to support their understanding 
of the important thinking readers do.  

In addition, for home reading practice, many children find it helpful 
and benefit from listening to a book or chapter before reading it 
independently. This strategy can help improve both word recognition 
and comprehension skills. I often use this strategy with my own fourth grade son when he is 
reading chapter books.  I am able to model fluent reading while he is able to focus on 
meaning and comprehension. As a result, his word recognition and fluency are improved along 
with his understanding, or comprehension. 

LITERACY CORNER 

IN THE LIBRARY 
All students have been learning about the Dewey Decimal System and how to 
navigate the library and find exactly what they are looking for.  We have been 
working on identifying the different sections of non-fiction by playing the "Find 
the Dewey Decimal Number of the Day" Game.  


In the library, the students have been learning and identifying characteristics of 
different genres of fiction and non-fiction books, particularly science fiction/
science fact and fantasy/folktales/folklore.  Students have been exploring 
creative writing by using wide ranging story prompts.  The third and fourth 

graders have been working on using book reviews to 
evaluate and analyze both new and old favorites, and to 
create personal favorite book reviews.  The Kindergarten-
Second grade students are doing an author study on the 
works of local writer and illustrator, Peter Catalanatto.   
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 IN FOURTH GRADE: 
Student-centric learning initiatives have been 
in abundance throughout the beginning of the 
academic year in fourth grade.  Students 
have learned the value of planning, testing, 
and trial/error through many STEM projects 
that focus on topics such as water filtration, 
engineering a roller coaster, and making a 
mythical dragon come to life with K’nex.  
During the month of October, the children 
also applied geometric and mathematical skills 
like angles and estimation to better compare 
and contrast differences on pumpkin day!  
Although our time together in November 
seems short, the children have also brought 
personal experiences to light by drafting, 
editing, and publishing a narrative essay that 
will be celebrated at a writing convention on 
Friday, November 18.  Finally, our fourth 
grade is in the planning phase of raising 
money and constructing a “little library” to 
complement our learning garden.   The design, 
construction, and presence of this book 
depository will encourage reading in the 
outdoor space provided by our learning 
garden.  Promoting this community resource is 
one small way that our fourth graders 
exemplify the sense of community present in 
our classrooms! 


	  

Spotlight	  on	  the	  Child	  Study	  Team	  	  	  

The	  Child	  Study	  Team	  is	  a	  group	  of	  
staff	  members	  who	  meet	  to	  discuss	  
specific	  needs	  of	  students,	  monitor	  
student	  progress,	  and	  suggest	  
appropriate	  teaching,	  management	  
or	  evalua:on	  strategies.	  The	  CST	  is	  
available	  to	  all	  school	  personnel	  and	  
parents	  to	  assist	  in	  working	  more	  
effec:vely	  with	  children.	  The	  core	  
members	  of	  the	  CST	  are	  the	  
principal,	  school	  counselor,	  school	  
psychologist,	  reading	  specialist	  and	  
classroom	  teacher(s).	  Addi:onal	  
team	  members	  may	  include	  the	  
school	  nurse,	  speech	  and	  language	  
clinician,	  special	  educa:on	  teacher,	  
or	  any	  other	  appropriate	  personnel.	  	  
If	  your	  child	  is	  brought	  up	  to	  the	  
Child	  Study	  Team	  you	  will	  be	  no:fied	  
by	  the	  classroom	  teacher	  and	  
informed	  of	  the	  proposed	  
interven:ons	  to	  help	  support	  your	  
child.	  Along	  with	  CST,	  Roberts	  
also	  implements	  a	  “Response	  to	  
Interven:on	  and	  Instruc:on”	  model	  
to	  assist	  students	  to	  be	  successful	  by	  
intensifying	  their	  instruc:on	  and	  
carefully	  monitoring	  their	  progress.	  
This	  systema:c,	  research	  based	  
instruc:on	  for	  ALL	  students	  is	  
provided	  during	  a	  class	  called	  EXCEL.	  	  	  

FROM THE SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR’S OFFICE
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      The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation  
 

 Cover Letter 
 
 

The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation was established in 2013 to help residents of Bridgeport 
Borough and Upper Merion Township participate in programs offered by the Borough and by the Upper Merion 
Parks and Recreation Department.   
 
The foundation was named in memory of Tony Chiccino, Jr. who for many years was a counselor for the Upper 
Merion Parks and Recreation’s Adventure Day Camp Program.  Tony was a loving counselor who passed away at 
camp in 2001.  He always put campers first and made it his responsibility to ensure that every camper felt included 
and welcome. 
 
Since 2002, the Adventure Day Camp program has hosted an Annual Quarter Carnival whose proceeds have helped 
further Tony’s legacy of caring by supporting St. Titus School in Norristown.  When that school closed in 2012, 
planning began for the Foundation.  The mission of The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation is to provide 
charitable assistance for the educational, athletic, and recreational needs of underprivileged children living within 
Upper Merion Township and Bridgeport Borough.  Because Tony believed that there is no greater investment in the 
future than in our children, the foundation strives to: 
 

x Inspire children to live an active life with exposure to diverse opportunities 
x Enable children to become active members of their community 
x Empower children beyond academics 
x Create leaders within the community 

 
The Foundation can provide up to 75% of an activity’s fee. Our goal is to help as many children as possible; 
therefore, we ask that applicants only request the amount of assistance they truly need. To qualify for assistance 
from the Foundation, the following criteria must be met: 
 

x An applicant must be between the ages of 3 and 14 and a resident of either Bridgeport Borough or Upper 
Merion Township. 

x Parents of applicant must submit a completed “Scholarship Application Form”. 
x Parents of applicant must submit a tax form for the current year as proof of residence and financial need. 
x Applicant must submit a letter explaining why he/she wishes to participate in the program for which 

assistance is being requested. 
x Applicant must submit a teacher recommendation form.  
 

Applications will be reviewed semi-annually, or if deemed necessary by the board, additional reviews will occur. 
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    The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation  
 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
It is our pleasure to consider your application and further the legacy of caring started by Tony Chiccino. 
 

All scholarship applications will be reviewed semi-annually, or if deemed necessary by the board, 
additional reviews will occur. 

¾ Aid is available for programs sponsored by Bridgeport Borough or Upper Merion Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

¾ The foundation is only able to offer partial scholarships equaling up to 75% of the activity’s 
fee.  

¾ All information provided will be held strictly confidential and will not be used for any other 
purpose.   

In order to be considered, your application must be complete and include the following: 
□ Fully completed scholarship application form 
□ One completed teacher recommendation form 
□ Copy of parent’s/legal guardian’s most recent 1040 tax form 
□ A letter written by the student explaining why he/she wants to attend the program. 
□ Please mail completed application, 1040, and student letter to: 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Participant Information: (PLEASE PRINT)    DATE:   _____________________________________ 
First Name: __________________________ Last Name: _________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _____________________ 
Date of Birth: ___________________________________ Age: ___________________________ 
Current School: _________________________________________  Current Grade Level: __________ 
School’s Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
Favorite Classes in School: ____________________________________________________________ 
Other Sports/Clubs/Activities: _________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation 
1302 Foxmeadow Circle 

Limerick, PA 19468 
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Our goal is to provide diverse opportunity for as many children as possible.  We ask that all applicants 
request only the amount of aid that is truly needed.  
Name of the program:  ____________________________ CODE # AND/OR PAGE # __________________ 
 

Program offered through:___ Upper Merion Parks & Recreation OR ___Bridgeport Borough 
 

Cost of the program: $____________________ Percentage you can afford: _______________% 
FAMILY INFORMATION:  (PLEASE PRINT) 

Parent/Guardian 1: 
First Name: ______________________________ Last:_______________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________________  State: __________      Zip:  ___________________ 
Cell Phone : (____)________________  Secondary Phone #: (____)______________________ 
Name of Current Employer:_____________________________________________________________ 
Number of years at current job: __________ Position:____________________________________ 
 
Parent/ Guardian 2: 
First Name: ______________________________ Last:_______________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________________  State: __________      Zip:  ___________________ 
Cell Phone : (____)________________  Secondary Phone #: (____)______________________ 
Name of Current Employer:_____________________________________________________________ 
Number of years at current job: __________ Position:____________________________________ 
Total Number of family members in the household: _____ 

 
Please explain any special circumstances, such as unemployment, unreimbursed medical expenses, 
family crisis, etc. that are contributing to your request for financial assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mother’s/Father’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

     Please Print Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 Child’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
     Please Print Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY     REVIEW DATE: __________________ 

 
Circle:  REJECTED  ACCEPTED  AMOUNT: __________________ 
Notes: ________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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    The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation 

 

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
Applicant’s Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
     First    Last 
 
 

Directions: 
 

Please give this form to a teacher who has taught  
you an academic subject.  Also, please give that  
teacher a stamped envelope addressed to: 

 
 

Mission: 
The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation strives to provide charitable assistance for the 
educational, athletic, and recreational needs of underprivileged children living within Upper Merion 
Township and Bridgeport Borough.  The Foundation’s mission is modeled after Tony’s belief that 
there is no greater investment in the future than in our children.  Therefore, the foundation strives to 
inspire children to live an active life with exposure to diverse opportunities, enable children to 
become active members of their community, empower children beyond the academics, and create 
leaders within the community.   
 
The Foundation finds candid teacher evaluations helpful in choosing from among qualified candidates. 

 

Contact Information: (Please Print) 
 
(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.) ______________________________________Grade/Subject taught _____________ 

School:   ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: ________________________________  Teacher’s email:  _________________________  

 
 

Background Information: 
How long have you known this student?    ________________________________ 
In what context(s) have you known this student?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE TURN THE PAGE OVER 

The Anthony “Tony” Chiccino, Jr. Foundation 
1302 Foxmeadow Circle 

Limerick, PA 19468 
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Ratings:  
Check a box in each row.   
Compared to other students in his/her class year, how do you rate this student in terms of 
 

 
 
 

 

Not enough 
evidence 

 

BELOW  
AVERAGE 

 
 

AVERAGE 

  

ABOVE  
AVERAGE 

 
 

SUPERIOR 

Effort/ Motivation      

Concern for Others      

Citizenship      

Maturity      

Leadership      

Overall Character      

 
Evaluation:  

Please describe this student.  How has he/she demonstrated the above characteristics in 
your classroom?  We welcome any information that may help us to differentiate this 
student from others.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Teachers:  Your comments will remain confidential. 

They will not be shared with the applicant, his/her family or  

any person outside of the Foundation Judging Committee. 

 
 
Teacher Signature: _______________________________________  Date _______________ 


